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Pinellas County
Schools
Community
Connection
Welcome to the first of
s e v e r al per iodic artic le s
designed to provide you with
updates about hot topics and
key initiatives happening in
Pinellas County Schools.
More than 45 years have
passed since the filing of the
Bradley v. Pinellas County
School Board case to desegregate the public schools of
Pinellas County and ensure
equity in the areas of student
achievement, student discipline,
and assignment to classes and
programs. The parties reached
agreement on these areas in the
form of three Memorandums of
Understanding (MOU), which
require the district to report
twice a year about the progress
being made in these three areas.
A comprehensive report
released in February 2011,
outlines the district’s progress
wi t h r egar d to qua lity of
education and includes informat i o n o n F C AT, S AT a n d
Advanced Placement (AP)
scores; graduation rate; school
improvement plans; equitable
allocation of resources; discipline trends and schoolwide
behavior plans; exceptional
student education (ESE) and
accelerated class enrollment;
and
district
application
programs. Here is a sampling of
some of the results.
In the area of student
achievement, the school system
reported a significant improvement in the graduation rate
among African-American male
students as measured by
t h e National Gove rnor ’s
Association (NGA). The rate

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Superintendent Julie M.
Janssen, Ed. D.

rose more than ten percentage
points in three years from 47.33
percent in 2007-2008, to 57.47
percent in 2009-10.
With regard to student discipline, the district is experiencing
reductions in the number of
out-of-school suspensions, inschool suspensions and arrests
among all students and among
black students when compared
to 2009-10.
Participation and enrollment by black students in
advanced and honors courses
have steadily increased over the
years. Of significant interest is
the 90 percent increase in
African-American students
taking advanced placement tests
over the past four years from
245 to 467 (see chart below). At
the middle school level, the
enrollment of black students
taking Algebra I in 8th grade has
increased from 356 in 2009 to
1,211 in 2011. Completing
Algebra I in middle school is a
key factor in students graduating from high school prepared
and ready for college.
Included in the report is a

SCHOOLS

continued on pg. 3

ST. PETERSBURG - The 38year-career of Goliath Davis III
with the City of St. Petersburg was
dealt a major blow when Mayor
Bill Foster fired him from
his Senior Administrator for
Community Enrichment position
on March 2, 2011. According to
Davis, the irony of being fired on
March 2, is it happened to be his
60th birthday. At a press conference that he hosted at the Enoch
Davis Center on Friday, March 4,
Davis announced that he did not
resign from his position. More
than 150 supporters and media
representatives attended the press
conference.
"March 2 represents the
beginning and it also represents
the end,” Davis said. "On March
2, 1951 I was the gift to my
mother because I was born, and on
March 2, 2011 my career with the
city of St. Petersburg ended
because I was fired." Davis added
that with vacation time that he
accumulated, his last day will officially take effect sometime in June
2011, but Mayor Foster wanted
his last effective work day to be
March 4, 2011.
According to Davis the
reason he was fired was he failed
to attend the funerals of three
officers recently killed in the line
of duty, after Mayor Foster had
requested that all of his cabinet
personnel attend the funerals.
"I made a request to my

Many gather at a press conference on Friday, March 4 at the Enoch Davis Center

immediate supervisor to be given
a different assignment during the
police officer's funerals and not all
cabinet members attended the
funerals," Davis said. "But I was
the cabinet member who was told
you should have been there."
Davis said, “I paid my respects to
the families of Officer Jeffrey
Yaslowitz and Sgt. Thomas
Baitinger and Officer David
Crawford, and made my supervisor, Tish Elston, aware that I
couldn't attend the funerals.” He
expressed concern about how this
issue of not attending the officers
funerals became controversal
after it was reported by a local talk
show host that Davis did attend
the funeral of Hydra Lacy, Jr., the
reported shooter of Officer
Yaslowitz and Sgt. Baitinger.

In defense of this accusation
Mayor Foster was reported as
saying he ‘terminated Davis for
other reasons and because of the
confidential nature of the information he would not disclose the
other reasons.’ Foster requested
that ‘all cabinet or top officials
attend the slain officer's funerals
because the staff that works for the
city is a family and sometime we
do things just to support the
family.’
During Davis' tenure with the
citizens of the city, (who also add
to the make-up of the city family),
have reaped the benefits of having
someone to represent a section of
the city that has not always been
considered a part of the family.
Under the leadership and collaboration of city administration and

citizens, Davis has been effective
in advancing community development for an underserved
community.
Davis is a St. Petersburg
native with a life-time of service
within the city: In 1973 he was
employed by the City of St.
Petersburg as a certified Police
Officer/Fire Fighter; he became a
certified police-instructor in 1976;
was assigned to the police
department's Field Training and
Evaluation program in 1979; was
appointed as Division Chief in
May, 1980, where he managed a
staff responsible for the training,
research and development needs

DAVIS
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BY HAZEL EDNEY
WA S H I N G T O N (TriceEdneyWire.com) - The
Veterans of the Mississippi Civil
Rights
Movement
have
announced three notable key note
speakers for their sixth annual
conference: Minister Louis
Farrakhan, former U.S.
Department of Agriculture
staffer Shirley Sherrod and
former NAACP chairwoman
M y r l i e E v e r s Wi l l i a m s .
“We are trying to be true to our
reason for being,” said Owen
Brooks, executive director of the
group. “This conference, like
others, will allow an exchange of
ideas and to engage participants
in
discussions
regarding
issues that are important to
them.” Other
confirmed
special
guests
include

Minister Louis Farrakhan

Shirley Sherrod

Myrlie Evers Williams

D.C. councilman Marion
Barry, Yale professor and former
Black Panther Kathleen Cleaver,
author
and
poet
Haki
Madhubuti, and community
activist Karima Al-Amin.
The event will be hosted on
the campus of Jackson State
University in Jackson,
Mississippi from March 23 to
March 26. Intended to inspire

youth into social activism, this
year’s conference will address
controversial issues including the
threat to free speech, the
cradle–to-prison pipeline and
“Islamophobia” and other
religious intolerance. The selfdescribed largest annual
gathering of civil rights figures
expects to join hundreds of historians, educators, grassroots

organization leaders and
students, according to a press
release.
Admission begins at $100
and includes a one-year membership to the Veterans of the
Mississippi Civil Rights
Movement. Various student
discounts are available.
To register or learn more, visit
www.mscivilrightsveterans.org.
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Message To Mr. Toyota

Readership: 100,000 monthly

Toyota Motor Company Disrespects and Devalues the Patronage of their Black Consumer
BY DANNY J.
BAKEWELL SR.,
CHAIRMAN,
NNPA
I have recently
been shocked and appalled by ads that
I and other black publishers saw in
several major newspapers (The New
York Times, Chicago Tribune, etc.)
confirming that Toyota spent hundreds
of thousands of dollars to advertise in
white mainstream daily newspapers
“thanking” their general market
consumers for their loyalty and
patronage to Toyota during their time
of major controversy and concerns
over the safety of Toyota’s vehicles.
Thanking their customers is a
smart move on Toyota’s behalf and
one that I applaud. However, we
can’t overlook the fact that black
people represent almost 10 percent
of Toyota’s American market share,
and with a $1.2 billion annual advertising budget it is not unreasonable
for the Black Press to always expect
to have a stake in Toyota’s advertising (including black advertising
agencies). Nevertheless, black newspapers were left off Toyota’s latest
marketing campaign, sending a clear
and direct message that the black
consumer is still being taken for
granted and black people are still
being disrespected and undervalued.
This is disappointing behavior
from a company who was all too

eager to send us their press releases
and ask us to write stories and editorials to influence black America to
stay with them in their time of
trouble. But now that Toyota’s pain
has been essentially eased (for now)
by a report issued by the Federal
Transportation Department and
NASA that found no faults with
Toyota’s electronic accelerator
controls, the black press has once
again been forgotten along with the
black consumer.
Toyota should note that it is
going to take more than a passing
grade on a Federal Transportation
report card to bring back the
consumer safety confidence enjoyed
(for years) by Toyota from American
consumers prior to one of the largest
vehicle recalls in U.S. history.
So when the decision was made
to advertise in mainstream newspapers from coast to coast “thanking”
their customers for their loyalty,
where was Toyota’s loyalty to the 10
percent of African-American
consumers? Don’t we ALSO deserve
a great big thank you?
Historically, there has always
been an imbalance between what
goes out of the black community and
what com es i n t o t h e b l ack
community relative to retail goods,
services and representation. Despite
the fact that the buying power of
America’s blacks is reported to be
roughly $1 trillion this year! And it is

highly doubtful that black-owned
businesses will report revenue
numbers that are the same and/or
reap any of the benefits proportionate
to our buying power.
However, the question still
remains, why is Toyota undervaluing
the black consumer and showing our
community such blatant disrespect?
Tried, true, and tested — the
NNPA (Black Press of America)
remains the gatekeeper for reaching
the black community. Corporations
and advertising agencies wanting
and needing to reach the AfricanAmerican consumer must understand the relationship of the Black
Press with black people. They must
remember to place their advertising
messages on the pages of black
newspapers throughout America,
and black consumers will respond in
kind (black advertising agencies
could help them with this).
The days of being silent and
complaining among ourselves
regarding these unethical and
immoral business practices are over.
When Toyota wanted our help, it
had no problem seeking all 200 black
newspapers in America to do just
that. Their message to black people
was — please help us, we value your
business. We do not want Toyota to
use us for editorial coverage and then
overlook us with their advertising
dollars.
Black newspapers are not afraid

to demand fair representation and a
seat to dine at Toyota’s table, especially when their food is purchased
with approximately 10 percent of
black consumer dollars.
We are not interested in fighting
with Toyota however, Toyota has
enjoyed healthy African-American
consumer support, and despite last
year’s set back we have remained
loyal. If you want to thank black
consumers for our loyalty and keep
our business, do it on the pages of the
black newspapers that black people
read, respect, trust and own!!
As Chairman of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association, I
represent 200 black publishers
throughout America. I am challenging Toyota’s Chairman and CEO to
do the right thing and meet with me
to discuss the future of their relationship with black consumers and
whether or not we as black
newspaper publishers should
continue supporting Toyota or
should organize a campaign to take
the African-American’s
brand
loyalty to Toyota elsewhere. We will
not buy where we are disrespected
… THAT IS A PROMISE!
Danny Bakewell Sr. is the
Chairman of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association,
parent organization to more than 200
independently owned Black newspapers.

Stop The Lies About The Financial Meltdown
MARC H.
MORIAL
NNPA
COLUMNIST
I pledge …
Every American lives in safe, decent,
affordable, and energy efficient
housing on fair terms.” One of the
National Urban League’s four I AM
EMPOWERED goals.
No, President Obama was not
born in Kenya. Superman is not real.
And, there is no monkey-man
roaming the streets of Hoboken
scaring the daylights out of little
children. Some urban myths are
nutty. Some are funny. But some, like
the one about mortgage loans in low
and middle income urban neighborhoods being the cause of the financial
meltdown can be downright
dangerous.
Since this assertion was first
made several years ago, the National
Urban League has called it for what it
is – a weapon of mass deception,

shifting blame for the economic crisis
from Wall Street where it rightfully
belongs onto the backs of hard
working African-American and
Hispanic homeowners, who for
decades were routinely refused home
loans and a fair shot at the American
dream. Leading economists have
agreed with us, including Federal
Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke;
FDIC chairman, Sheila Bair; and
Nobel Prize columnist, Paul
Krugman. And now, a new study by
the congressionally established
Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission
conclusively states that the
Community Reinvestment Act
(CRA), established in 1977 to
prevent redlining and spur homeownership in urban neighborhoods “was
not a significant factor in subprime
lending or the crisis.”
Undergirding this myth is the
claim by some that the CRA requires
banks and thrifts to make loans to
unqualified low-income and minority
borrowers. They contend that a

higher default rate by those borrowers
caused the housing meltdown. Aside
from the fact that the law clearly states
that CRA lending must be consistent
with safe and sound banking
practices, there is no evidence that
CRA caused lenders to make risky
subprime loans that contributed to the
crisis. In fact, most subprime loans are
not made to minorities or low income
borrowers. Between 2005 and 2007,
58 percent of higher costs loans were
made to white borrowers, and fewer
than 30 percent of subprime loans in
2006 were made to low and
moderate-income borrowers.
According to Commission
chairman, Phil Angelides, “The
debate about the role of the CRA
should now be over…We found that
this crisis was avoidable and was
caused by widespread failures in
financial regulation, dramatic breakdowns in corporate governance,
excessive risk and borrowing, government officials ill prepared for the
crisis, and systemic breaches in
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accountability and ethics at all levels.”
In short, black, brown and poor
people, aggressively spurred on by the
CRA did not cause our economic
meltdown. This has been a yarn spun
by some who wish to shift the blame
from Wall Street to Main Street.
The latest to use this as a weapon
of mass deception is Florida
freshman congressman, Allen West
who, speaking at a February
Conservative
Political
Action
Conference in Washington, singled
out the CRA as the cause of the
housing crisis. He added, “If government gets out of the way of the
private sector, it would not have
happened in 2008.”
The Financial Crisis Inquiry
Commission disagrees and so do we.
With millions of people out of work,
instead of clinging to discredited ideological theories, our policymakers
should be focused on creating jobs
and making sure that more citizens
are able to realize the American
dream of homeownership.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Janice Lockridge-Williams: Real
Estate Mogul And Volunteer

By
Cherin L. Stover

Free Tax Preparation Sites
As the economy struggles to recover from the
recession, many working families can be assured
that valuable federal tax credits can help them pay
their bills and meet their children’s needs in the face
of cutbacks at work or periods of unemployment. In
fact, tax filers in 2011 may be eligible for an Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) worth up to $5,666, and
may qualify for additional tax credits even if they
did not earn enough in 2010 to owe income tax.
If your household income is under $49,000, you
can get free tax filing help through the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. The
program provides fast electronic filing. Tax
preparers are IRS certified. Some VITA sites can
help you open a bank account. If you use direct
deposit, you can receive your refund in 8 to 14 days.
Taxpayers must bring Social Security cards for
Childs Park YMCA
691 – 43rd Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-209-9622
Mon. 10 am – 2 pm
Tues. 4 pm – 8 pm
Sat. 10 am – 2 pm
Jan. 18 – April 12
Daystar Life Center
226 – 6th Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-823-5993
Tues. 4 pm – 7 pm
Thurs. 4 pm – 7 pm
Sat. 9 am – 1 pm
Jan. 18 – April 14
Enoch Davis Center
1111 – 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-893-7134
Mon., Wed., Fri.
1 pm – 4 pm
Jan. 31 – April 14
GRAYDI NFC
13420 Adams Circle
Largo, FL 33774
727-584-7200
Mon. and Wed. 5:30 – 8 pm
Tues. 10 am – 2 pm
Sat. 9 am to 1 pm
Jan. 18 – April 13

SCHOOLS

continued from front page
statement detailing the level of
financial, academic and administrative support provided to struggling schools and students. Over
$5 million in additional funding
was invested in extended-day
programs for struggling students,
school improvement grants, full
service clinics, additional staff,

everyone listed on their tax returns, picture ID and
all income records such as W-2s, 1099s, other
income and credits and a copy of last year’s return if
available. Call 2-1-1 or the James B. Sanderlin
Family Center for additional information or
questions.
The Wealth Building Coalition of Pinellas
County is supported by JWB Children’s Services
Council and The Weekly challenger. Its mission is
to promote and expand economic and assetbuilding opportunities for low and moderate income
households throughout Pinellas County, including
promotion of community awareness of Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC), Child Tax Credit (CTC),
other tax credits, free tax preparation, financial
education and mainstream banking opportunities
such as the Bank One initiative.

High Point NFC
5812 – 150th Ave. N.
Clearwater, FL 33760
727-533-0730
Tues. 5:30 – 8 pm
Thurs. 5:30 – 8 pm
Sat. 10 am – 1 pm
Jan. 18 – April 14
James B. Sanderlin NFC
2335 22nd Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-9444
Mon. 4 – 5:30 pm
Tues. and Thurs. 10 am -1 pm
Wed. 5 – 7 pm
Sat. 10 am – 1 pm
Jan. 18– April 14
Lealman and Asian NFC
4255 – 56th Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
727-520-9820
Thurs. 5:30 – 8 pm
Sat. 9 am – 1 pm
Jan. 22 – April 10

Pinellas Opportunity Council
3443 – 1st Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33703
727-327-8690 x 18
Tues. 9 am – 5 pm
Thurs. 9 am – 5 pm
Jan. 18 – April 14
Safety Harbor NFC
1001 Dr. ML King Jr. Street N.
Safety Harbor, FL 34695
727-791-8255
Tues. 9 am – 12 noon
Thurs. 5 – 8:30 pm
Sat. 10 am – 2 pm
Jan. 18 – April 14
TB Beaches Chamber
of Commerce
6990 Gulf Blvd.
St. Pete Beach, FL. 33706
727-360-6957
Tues. 9 am – 1 pm
Wed. 1 – 5 pm
Jan. 18 – Feb. 23

Martin Luther King Jr. NFC
1201 Douglas Avenue
Clearwater, FL 33755
727-442-5355
Tues. 9 am – 1 pm
Thurs. 3 – 7 pm
Sat. 9 am – 1 pm
Jan. 18 – April 14

Union Academy Family
Center – CAP
401 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
727-934-5881
Tues. 10 am – 2 pm
Thurs. 3 – 7 pm
Sat. 9 am – 2 pm
Jan. 18 – April 12

teacher professional development and programming changes.
These efforts are not the endall solution to the problem. With
engaged and involved support
from our parents, business
partners, and the community, we
will be able to take more steps
forward in closing the gap. I ask
for your dedication and assistance over the next few months
as we finish another successful

school year, meet the challenges
that we face next year, and
continue to stay focused on our
mission of 100 percent student
success.
To view the report and supporting data, go to the General
Counsel page of the district’s
website, http://www.pinellas.k
12.fl.us/Attorney/files/AE871
0EA0F2A4E058484AB1D67
B6CDF7.pdf.

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Living large and doing everything big is the philopsophy
that
Janice
LockridgeWilliams lives by. For the past
11 years she has been selling
real estate, while still finding
time to volunteer and to build
on a legacy of service to youth
and elders of this community.
"I feel if I'm going to do
something I'm going to do it to
the max," Williams said
regarding her many accomplishments.
After graduating from
grade schools in Columbia,
Tennessee, where she was
born, she went on to Aurora
University in Aurora, Illinois,
where she completed a double
minor in English and
Psychology and a major in
Sociology.
Williams started her career
working for corporate
America, but quickly realized
that she was not one to punch
the clock for the traditional 9 to
5 grind. So with encouragement from a friend she went
independent.
"I am a work-a-holic and
work numerous hours even
during the night and early
morning," Williams said. "I
considered the real estate
business because I could sell
real estate, have a flexible
schedule and make income
close to what I was making in
corporate America. I aimed at
making a similar income (six
figures) and to get off of
airplanes which was physically
killing me. I did it. I am an
independent contractor, and
work with other agencies and
their brokers to complete
sales."
She added that she helps
others get into the real estate
business by mentoring new
agents and helping potential
commercial or residential
borrowers get approved for
real estate loans.
While working as a real
estate agent, Williams still
finds time to volunteer. During
her volunteerism with the Boys

and Girls Club of the SuncoastSt. Petersburg's Royal Theatre,
she was a very effective
president securing funding for
a major club facility renovation.
"I served as the president
for Board of Managers for the
St. Petersburg Boys and Girls
Clubs for approximately threeyears, Williams said. "We
received a grant for $300,000
to renovate the Royal Theater
and raised additional monies
with RFP's (Request for
Proposals) I wrote to cover the
extensive renovation. It took
three years to complete as the
the entire building was gutted
and started over."
The Royal Theater, which
houses the Boys and Girls
Clubs in the predominately
African-American community,
is a historically designated and
converted Quonset hut that was
left over from World War II.
Since the 60s the building had
deteriorated due to many of the
area residents moving away
after desegregation. Before
that the building served as the
historic Royal Theater, where
many in that area came to
watch movies and other live
p e r f o r m a n c e s . Wi t h t h e
building renovations, the Boys
and Girls club has re-energized
the arts legacy of the Royal.
There is a $225,000 recording
studio housed there as well as
programs to assist and support
youth members and the surrounding
community.
In
addition, there are studios for
dance, drama and music, an art
gallery, a classroom and
computer center, a 12-foot
movie screen and a stage for
live performances. Other after
school activities and after
hours events are also available.
Williams’
volunteerism
extends further as a current
member of Top Ladies of
Distinction, a non-profit organization that focus on youth and
adults. They serve youth
through its Top Teens of
America chapter with scholarships for college; work to assist
women to improve their status
in life and during the Christmas
holidays contribute monies for
gifts to grandmothers raising

Janice Lockridge-Williams

grandchildren. Other activites
include visiting the sick and
providing flowers to people in
nursing homes; assisting with
beautification of parks, school
supplies for students, pink and
silver luncheon for deserving
women and financial donations
to different non-profits and
charities including Hospice.
She works with the Womens'
Council of Realtors and was
the past local chapter president.
The council serves the
Clearwater and St Petersburg
areas and conducts fundraisers
to assist other non-profits or
charities. To help with the Real
Estate business she has a
pa r t n e r a n d t h e i r g r o u p i s
called The Florida Dream
Team.
"Our focus is to make wellrounded realtor personnel,
Williams said. "It's a way to
give back to consumers of the
real estate business."
Williams
credits
her
devotion to service from
having to help her father,
Minister Calvin Lockridge and
other family members, serving
as a homemaker for many
years while her mom, Eura
Lockridge suffered with a long
term illness.
"My mom passed when I
was 14 and because my mom
suffered from a long illness I
served as the homemaker,"
Williams said. “When my
brother became a politician, I
helped with his career too.”
Williams is married to
Eddie and they have five
children and 14-grandchildren.

W E W E LC O M E YO U R
LET T E R S TO T H E E D I TO R

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

YEAR END CLEARANCE
Extended 0% for 72 months w.a.c.

2010 Saab 9.3

Call Mike Hughes
at 727-450-7446

2010 Saab 9.5

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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Are you ready? You were forewarned and
now the time has come. Malcolm X once told
Alex Haley, the co-author of his famous autobiography, “The Autobiography of Malcolm
X”, that “People don't realize how a man's
whole life can be changed by one book."
Now is your chance to find out.
As promised, I will recommend a book
that can help you grow yourself, your
business, and your people. My first selection
is from the author of “The Pursuit of
Happyness”, Chris Gardner. A few years ago,
I was privileged enough to both hear him
speak and meet him briefly. This meeting was
shortly before the release of the movie of the
same title made famous by actor Will Smith’s
portrayal of Gardner. I found Gardner to be as
authentic in person as he comes across in his
writings. It is for that reason that I selected his

EDGE

BY ALAN

Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

MCBRIDE

second book, “Start Where You Are,” as the
place for us to begin our journey.
The full title, “Start Where You Are: Life
Lessons in Getting from Where You Are to
Where You Want to Be” (ISBN0061537128),
could not be more appropriate for the work
that we are doing. In this book, Garner gives
advice for both experiencing both personal
and business success with his trademark
attitude. It is engaging and a fast read filled
with personal stories and antidotes. For those
among you who may struggle with finding the
time to sit down and read, audio versions are
available.
Enjoy the March Selection and please
drop me a line at SalesDR@the weeklychallenger.com to let me know if you found the
book valuable.

Women’s Growth Institute

29th Annual Retreat for Women and Teens
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:16

Stress. Everyone experiences it. Try as we
might, none of us will ever have a stress free
life. However, there are ways to minimize
and/or manage stress that just might make us
live longer. One way to minimize stress is to
connect with other people. Some time ago I
conducted a study that examined, among other
variables, stress and religious coping in
African-American students. The most
important thing I learned was that those who
used extrinsic-social religious coping reported
that they experienced less stress. In essence,
these students participated in religious activities in order to connect with other people. As a
result, they were not as stressed as other
students in the study.
I believe that one of the greatest gifts we
can give ourselves is connection with other
people. As the students in my study demonstrated, connecting with others can be quite
beneficial. When we communicate with others
about what ails us, it has a healing effect.
Likewise, when we share our triumphs with
others, we seem to feel even better about
ourselves and our accomplishments.
Another way to manage stress is to move.
Take a walk, dance, play —- exercise.
Exercising causes us to release neurochemicals that make us feel good. When we feel
good, we are better able to handle the stressors
we face.
In contrast, another way to relieve stress is
to stop moving. Too many of us get so busy
that we do not stop to rest when we need to do

so. Sometimes we need to quiet our souls in
order to refocus ourselves on what is most
important. Meditation and prayer are two
excellent ways to help reduce stress. Some
added benefits of meditation and prayer are
that they enable us to recreate, regroup, reprioritize, and reorganize our lives. When we
take the focus off of “doing” and focus on
“being”, we more effectively manage the
demands of life.
Another way to manage stress is to laugh.
Humor cannot be overrated. In the midst of
trying times in our lives, try to remember to
laugh. Laughter really is good medicine. It
provides healing for the soul. I have many
family members and friends who often remind
me of how important laughter is. When I was
younger, my daddy often said, “Take life
seriously, but don’t take yourself too
seriously.” Learning to laugh at myself has
been a significant life lesson for me.
A final suggestion . . . develop your own
stress management strategy. You, no doubt,
already have healthy stress management
strategies. The suggestions contained in this
column are by no means exhaustive. Find and
use the strategies that work best for you. Your
friends and loved ones will appreciate it, and
you will ultimately benefit from it. On a cautionary note, remember this statement, “When
you do not think you have time to deal with
stress, that is precisely the time to stop and
reassess your stress management strategy and
use it.”

MARCH 18-19, 2011
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Sheila Bailey

Friday 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-9711 • http://sstbc.org
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Skin care packed
with multiple benefits. Special offers
you don’t want to
miss. Free samples
so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at
your convenience with my
personal delivery. No crowds.
No parking hassles. No drain on your
gas tank. What better way to get all your
skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

FORCLOSURE?
We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33714

www.rubinslaw.com
www.churchlaw@seminars.com

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday through Sunday, March 11 to 13 - 11th Annual
St. Pete Cajun / Zydeco Crawfish Festival, Vinoy Park, Fri.
5 to 10 p.m., Sat. noon to 10 p.m. and Sun. noon to 7 p.m.
www.cajunconnection.org or 813-989-7978. 10,000 lbs.
of Crawfish, a 30,000 sq. ft. tent pavilion, plenty of
dancing, national and local Zydeco performers, fiery
foods, arts & crafts and a kid's tent.
Saturday, March 12 - Saturday Morning Market, Al Lang
Field parking Lot, corner of 1st Ave. and 1st St. S., 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. www.saturdaymorningmarket.com. Visit the
farmer's market for a variety of fresh and organic produce,
gourmet baked goods, prepared foods, plants and
flowers, arts and crafts or a variety of handcrafted items.

DAVIS

Saturday, March 12 - Special Olympics Area 6 Summer
Games, Lakewood High School, 1400 54th Ave. S., 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. www.sopinellas.com or 727-669-1220.
Saturday, March 12 - 1st Annual Book Shuffle, St.
Petersburg Shuffle Board Courts, 10 am to noon.
www.stpeteshuffle.com. Why buy brand new, expensive
books when you can trade in your already-read books for
someone else's already-read books? While you browse,
enjoy music and refreshments, then go play shuffleboard
for a while! Books must be dropped off on Friday, March
11, 7-9pm. Books are 1-for-1 exchange, all types
welcome. Leftover books will be donated to support local
literacy programs.

continued from front page
of employees; promoted to
Deputy Chief in August 1984;
assigned to Deputy Chief of the
Patrol Division in Jan. 1989;
promoted to assistant chief of the
Administrative Services Bureau
in Dec. 1990; and was appointed
Chief of Police in June 1997.
Davis retired from the police
department in Oct. 2001, but
stayed with the city after
accepting an appointment by
then Mayor Rick Baker as
Deputy Mayor of Midtown
Economic Development, in
April 2001.
Under Davis' leadership as
the first American of African
decent to hold the position of
Chief of Police of St. Petersburg,
a courtesy policy was implimented that enforced police officers to
be courteous during interactions
with citizens. Some credit the
reduction in police brutality
reports being filed due to the
courtesy policy that Davis was
instrumental in making effective.
As the Deputy Mayor of
Midtown Economic Development,
Davis helped to secure funding
for the Dome Industrial Park
plan; redevelopment of the
historic Manhattan Casino; the
designation of the 22nd Street
south as a Florida Main Street
Designation; redevelopment of
the Mercy Hospital site; St.
Petersburg College's Midtown
Campus; the development of the
Tangerine Plaza with SweetBay
grocers as its anchor business;
the GTE credit union established
as one of the first banking and
financial instutions in Midtown;
and the St. Petersburg Jobs Corp

Community supporters, from left to right, Reggie Davis, Deveron Gibbons,
Rev. Louis Murphy, Goliath Davis, Rev. Manuel Sykes and Rev. Brian K. Brown.

Center, among many other
accomplishments. The Midtown
area is where the majority of
Americans of African deent
reside.
"Those of us in uniform who
cross Central Avenue daily don't
return to the South Side as
tourist, we live here," Davis said.
The crown erupted in applause to
this and Davis added “we know
of historical patterns and we
know that some of the members
of our community will go astray
and we know their family. The
easy thing for me to do was to
disavow the Lacy family. I went
to Lacy's funeral to support the
family. The reason for not
attending the officers funerals
was legitimate.” Davis advised
that he has had to live with a
series of deaths which has taken
a toll on his emotional well
being. He reflected on his 28year relationship with the police
department and highlighted
several events including the loss
of a close co-worker, Officer

Herbert Ray Sullivan in 1980
and serving as a pall bearer at his
funeral, the loss of his best
childhood friend in Vietnam and
the lost of a close brother.
With this firing of Davis,
representatives of several organizations including the NAACP
and Agenda 2010, an advocacy
group focused on policies
affecting Americans of African
decent citizens offered to host a
meeting with Mayor Foster to
discuss replacing Davis with
another community advocate to
fill the void.
"There is a role that needs to
be filled, there are issues that
continue to disproportionately
impact the African-American
community, that this administration is not addressing," said Rev.
Manuel Sykes, president of the
local NAACP.
In the future, Davis plans to
continue being of service to the
community. He currently holds
the position of Senior Advisor
for Diversity and Community

Affairs at the University of South
Florida, St. Petersbug campus.
Davis advised that litigation
was an option. He was accompanied by his friend and practicing
attorney James Sheehan.
When Davis was asked to
reflect on his legacy with the city,
he responded: "In my years of
service with the city I have been
subjected to scorn and bad
publicity and printed lies in the
media, with printed corrections
not seen by most readers," Davis
said. "I'm a man of principle and
if I am being fired for standing by
my principles, then so be it. I
thank my family for their support
of this public official and I
walked the life I believe in. I
have no regrets for anything I
have done and if I had to do it
over, I would do it the same
way," Davis added to supportive
applause. Davis said that he and
his wife had already discussed
his retirement and had plans to
retire in Dec. 2011, but now will
take leave earlier.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HELP WANTED
Advertising Sales Representatives
Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in
The Weekly Challenger and The Weekly Challenger
On-Line. Recommend appropriate sizes and
formats for advertising. Deliver advertising
or proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay, plus weekly
SILVERLINING BEAUTY CENTER
1834 49th St. S. Ste. B, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

(727) 328-2623
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

SPECIAL $10.00
Basic Rollerset/Wrap
Monday by Appt. only
Tues-Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-3

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

draw against commission.
Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGERNEWSPAPER.COM
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Pinellas County Commissioner
Welch Announces Candidacy
ST PETERSBURG Pinellas County Commissioner
Kenneth T. Welch recently
announced his candidacy for
2nd vice president of the Florida
Association of Counties. The
election is scheduled for June
23. The voting members of the
organization comprise 377
county commissioners from
throughout the state.
Welch is a current member
of FAC, serving on the board of
directors, the Finance and Audit
Committee and on the Urban

Caucus as co-chair. He
has served as vice chair of the
organization’s Taxation and
Budget Reform Commission
workgroup, chair and co-chair
of
the
Finance
and
Transportation and
Administration committees.
At the County Commission’s
F e b . 8 m e e t i n g , We l c h
announced his candidacy for
2nd vice president of the
statewide organization and was
given the County Commission’s
support
with
unanimous

approval of a letter of support
from Commission Chair Susan
Latvala, a past president of
FAC.
The Florida Association of
Counties is an 80-year-old
organization representing the
state’s counties, which enables
officials and staff to present a
unified front when interacting
with legislators. Based in
Tallahassee, FAC provides
support services, training and
advocacy for local issues on a
state level.

Human Rights Walkathon Seeks
Education To Prevent Abuse
ST. PETERSBURG - On
Saturday, March 5th a coalition
of human rights groups, the
Florida
Coalition
Against
Human Trafficking, Youth for
Human Rights Florida, United
for Human Rights and the
Human Rights Group Inc., in
coordination with the City of St.
Petersburg, held the 5th Annual
Human Rights Walkathon in
North Straub Park, in downtown
St. Petersburg. The walk’s
purpose was to bring about
public awareness of the
extensive violations of human
rights ongoing in the world
today.
A c cor ding to the U.S .
Department of Justice, over
800,000 victims are trafficked
across international borders
each year, and the human trafficking industry is now a $31.6
billion industry worldwide.
Through their individual and
collective actions, the coalition
of groups is demanding a halt to
human trafficking and other
human
rights
violations

including slavery, torture, and
child labor.
Speakers and entertainment
followed the walkathon. The
event was free and many
passers-by joined in the walk
and other activities.
Speakers included:
Sarasota Mayor Kelly M.
Kirschner. Mayor Kirschner
works with immigrant’s rights
group, Unidos Now. More information on the group can be
found at www.unidosnow.org.
Telisia Espinosa, human
trafficking survivor. Through
adversity, degradation and
hardship as a human trafficked
victim, Telisia has gained understanding, self respect, and a
change of life with a purpose.
She is on a campaign to educate
others on her experiences.
Linda Drazkowski, representative of Youth for Human
Rights. “Education is the first
step in stomping out human
rights violations,” says event
founder and human rights
advocate Linda Drazkowski.

“Our goal is to help unite all
people in human rights and to
make these rights a reality. We
believe that through education
we can end war, discrimination
and intolerance.”
The purpose of the Human
Rights Walkathon is to forward
the rights set forth and procl ai m ed i n t h e Un i v ers al
Declaration of Human Rights by
the General Assembly of the
United Nations on December
10th, 1948. Rights laid out by
the declaration include: “All
human beings are born free and
equal in dignity and rights,” and
“Everyone has the right to life,
liberty and security of person.”
Videos of each of the thirty
human rights, as well as the
co m p l et e Un i t ed Nat i o n s
Declaration of Human Rights
can be found at www.youthforhumanrights.org.
For more information on the
5th Annual Human Rights
Walkathon, visit www.humanrightswalkathon.org or call
(727)-657-7026.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Blanche Bruce

Blanche Kelso Bruce,
March 1, 1841 – March 17,
1898, was an American politician. Bruce represented
Mississippi
as
a
Republican U.S. Senator from
1875 to 1881 a n d w a s t h e
f i r s t A f r i c a n - American to
serve a full term in t h e U . S .
S e n a t e . H i r a m R . Revels,
also of Mississippi, was the
first African-American to ever
serve in the U.S. Congress, but
did not serve a full term. In
2002, scholar Molefi Kete
Asante listed Blanche Bruce on
his list of 100 Greatest AfricanAmericans.
Bruce was born in Prince
Edward County, Virginia near
Farmville to Pettis Perkinson, a
white
Virginia
plantation
o w n e r, a n d a n A f r i c a n American house slave named
Polly Bruce. He was treated
comparatively well by his
father, who educated him
together with his legitimate
half-brother. When Blanche

Bruce was young, he played
with his half-brother. Blanche
Bruce was born enslaved,
because of his mother’s status,
his father legally freed him and
arranged for an apprenticeship
so he could learn a trade.
In 1850, Bruce moved to
Missouri after becoming a
printer’s apprentice. After the
Union Army rejected his application to fight in the Civil War,
Br u c e t a u g h t s c h o o l a n d
attended Oberlin College in
Ohio for two years. Then he
went to work as a steamboat
porter on the Mississippi River.
In 1864, he moved to Hannibal,
Missouri, where he established
a school for blacks.
During Reconstruction,
Br u c e b e c a m e a w e a l t h y
landowner in the Mississippi
Delta. He was appointed to the
positions
of
Tallahatchie
County registrar of voters and
tax assessor, before winning an
election for sheriff in Bolivar
County. He later was elected
to other county positions,
including tax collector and
supervisor of education, while
he also edited a local
newspaper. In February 1874,
Bruce was elected by the state
legislature to the Senate as a

Republican. On F e b r u a r y
1 4 , 1 8 7 9 , B r u c e presided
over the U.S. Senate becoming
the only former slave to do so.
In 1880, James Z. George was
elected to succeed Bruce.
At the 1880 Republican
National Convention in
Chicago, Bruce became the first
African-American to win any
votes at a major party’s nominating convention, winning 8 votes
for vice president. In 1881,
Bruce was appointed by
President James A. Garfield to
be the Register of the Treasury,
making Bruce the f i r s t b l a c k
p e r s o n w h o s e signature was
represented on U.S. paper
currency. Bruce served as the
District of Columbia recorder of
deeds in 1891–93, and again as
register of the treasury until his
death in 1898.
On June 24, 1878, Bruce
married Josephine Beal
Willson (1853-February 15,
1923) of Cleveland, Ohio amid
great publicity; the couple
traveled to E u r o p e f o r a
f o u r - m o n t h honeymoon.
Their only child, Roscoe
Conkling Bruce was born in
1879. He was named after New
York Senator Roscoe Conkling,
Bruce’s mentor in the Senate.
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C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

YOU DON’T HAVE TO

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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Dionne Warwick Performs At
Van Wezel 10th Anniversary
A few weeks ago, I had the honor of being
invited by the one and only Dionne Warwick
to attend her concert at the Van Wezle
Performing Arts Hall in Sarasota. I requested
a couple of tickets from her by email.
Needless to say, I was simply delighted to
receive word directly from her that two
tickets would be made available for me at the
box office.
Allow me to backup a bit and provide you
with some history to explain why I felt I could
request tickets from Ms. Warwick. You see,
she and I are longtime friends from New
Jersey. For awhile I attended New Hope
Baptist Church, where she was the pianist and
her aunts and uncles were musically active as
soloists in the choir and in the well-known
gospel group “The Drinkard Singers”.
Ms. Warwick comes from a family of outstanding musical performers, including her
aunts Cissy and Anne, uncles Nicky and
Larry, who made up the Drinkard Singers.
There is also her talented sister vocalist Dee
Dee Warwick, and nephew and niece Gary
and Whitney Houston, who are both
vocalists. At one time or another they all sang
in the New Hope Baptist Church choir. Folks
from all over New Jersey/New York would
attend church service, but would come especially to hear the choir. I always described
the choir as sounding like backup singers for
Ray Charles and Aretha Franklin.
Ms. Warwick who celebrates 50 years in
entertainment hasn’t lost a beat. It was not a
surprise that her voice was not as high as it
was “back-in-the-day,” but whose voice is?
Hers was a lower and even mellower
sounding instrument that radiated warmth.
Every song that she sang was known wordfor-word by the audience, and we sang along

with her with smiles on our faces. Songs like
“Walk On By,” “Say ALittle Prayer,” “A
House Is Not AHome,” and “Alfie.” It was
like an old friend was visiting and we were
singing familiar songs of love and friendship.
You can’t help but feel that way about Ms.
Warwick, that’s the way she carries herself
onstage…amiable, friendly, warm, and
outgoing.
A delightful surprise of the evening was
wh en M s . Warwi ck i n t ro d u ced h er
singer/recording artist son David Elliott.
Unfortunately, they sang too few tunes, but
knocked us out with “That’s What Friends
Are For.” In fact, it’s been 25-years since that
tune was introduced and sung for the very
first time at a fundraiser for the AIDS cause,
which Ms. Warwick continues to support. We
also learned that Ms. Warwick will host and
headline an all-star benefit concert for World
Hunger Day in London, and will be honored
by the Desert Aids Project with its prestigious
2011 Steve Chase Humanitarian Arts &
Activism Award and will be recognized by
AMFAR at its anniversary gala in New York
City.
The evening ended with a standing
ovation for the lovely Dionne Warwick, and I
can’t wait until she returns. Until then, I’ll
keep checking for her return.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com

WalMart Part Of Florida
African-American
Heritage Celebration!
Thousands filled The
Heritage Village Saturday
February 26, 2011. As
attendees filed into the park
there was a great sense of
urgency to get in the flow of
succulent food, engaging
activities and speakers, and all
types of music ranging from
easy listening jazz, reggae and
foot stomping gospel. Florida
African-American Heritage
Celebration is jointly
sponsored by the Pinellas
County Historical Society,
Pinellas County Schools, the
Pinellas County AfricanAmerican History Museum,
Inc. and the Pinellas County
Board of County
Commissioners.
There were hundreds of
food vendors ranging from
soul food, barbecue, shrimp
and even crab legs. The marketplace featured merchants
who presented their various
services and mostly
handmade products. There
was even an area for nonprofit agencies to disseminate
information regarding their
purpose and mission.
Thousands of children
enjoyed face painting, African
drumming, dancing and a
crowd favorite - story telling.
Another highlight of the
festival and huge draw was
the Step Stage Finals. Step
teams from across the state of
Florida competed for prizes
and it was as if you could hear
the steps and movement from
the teams resonating over the
entire compound.
Of course gospel music is
always a favorite of everyone
because gospel is interpreted

First place winners with Steve Marshall, center

“good news” and with many
things plaguing our society
these days, some good news is
definitely welcomed. The
Gospel Stage supported for
the last 6 years by WalMart
was lively and jumping. The
attendees enjoyed gospel rap,
instrumentalist, groups, and
choirs from around the bay
area and Florida. The crowd
attentively listened as market
manager Jeff Worthy thanked
the community for their
continued support of WalMart
and his delight of WalMart’s
involvement with this
impactful annual community
event. Worthy also intimated
that there is a new store
opening in St. Petersburg
during the summer and there
are over 280 jobs available.
Interested applicants can
apply online at
www.walmart.jobsonline.net
There was exceptional
talent at the stage and based
on
crowd’s
response,
everyone was a winner. First
place went to GBM, a youth
group from Sarasota. Second
place went to Variety, an up-

and-coming female group
from Orlando. Third Place
went to Marcel Joseph and
Revealed Music Ministry
from Orlando. One of the
WalMart volunteers, Mary
Joan, mesmerized the crowd
with poetry from her
published book inspired by
the 911 tragedies. In addition,
WalMart provided over 30
volunteers who lended their
talents and time to the success
of the entire weekend.
This is an annual event
with activities that the entire
family can enjoy. All those in
Pinellas County and surrounding areas should put
February 25, 2012 on your
calendar for an enjoyable
experience you will never
forget. Let’s support the
Florida African-American
Heritage Celebration and
commendation
to
its
founders Randy Lightfoot
and Sandra Rooks.
Thank you for reading,
and I hope you have enjoyed
your time OUTAND ABOUT
w/Steve.

For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

HOROSCOPES

March 10 - March 16, 2011

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

A relationship may be heating up.Make
sure you know what you want,then go
ahead. Minor challenges on the home
front are easily dealt with.

Your social life gives big rewards during
the week.However,give attention to email contacts. Don't be afraid as your
mental horizon expands into new areas.

TAURUS

VIRGO

You make important progress at work this
week by seizing the initiative and letting
your leadership abilities shine. What you
do makes things better for everyone
around you,so rock steady.Meetings and
conversations go especially well.

Your relationships can receive a big boost
from a trip that beckons. Business is also
highlighted. Your strong mental energy is
sustained through the week.Work it out
by talking it out.

Are you spending money with little or nothing
to show for it? This is because you're looking
for something that money can't buy.Now is a
good time to spend some of your emotional
currency, and don't be cheap.You'll create a
situation in which people will work hard to
please you.

GEMINI

Get in touch with those who can help you
achieve your goals.Place the accent on
initiative.Romance,passion and work are
singing in harmony this week and this
week.

Pay attention to the details in your big
bright beautiful picture this week. You'll
handle everything that comes up if you
keep your focus sharp.A grand social
event is in store for the week.

CANCER
Things are going your way in wonderful
ways this week.Happy news may arrive
from a distance,and on the home front,a
romantic question may be answered.
Friends are glad to be with you. All in all, a
very pleasant week! Enjoy!

LIBRA

SCORPIO
Joy this week comes from love.You are
especially attractive. Stage your week so
that you spend time around people you
want to attract.It is easy for you to bring
harmony into your relationships.Your ability to communicate is greatly enhanced.
Use it to your best advantage.

CAPRICORN
You may like to go to war,but avoid an argument with a friend; it will slow down all the
wonderful progress you've been making.Your
patience will be tested this week, stay on
task.

AQUARIUS

26 11 52
CA$H 3

923
175
766
DOG DAYS

Skip it! Don't sweat the small stuff, it'll only
bring you down. Don't run around inside your
own head this week. Focus your awareness
outside on something beautiful.Compromise
is a key idea this week.

PISCES
Someone in the family is ready to give you
something.Open yourself up to it.Home
improvement --mental, physical and spiritual- is this week's best theme.Seek the simple
pleasures from a neglected hobby this week.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

3-8 1-2
5-1 7-4
4-6 2-5

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
LSU Gets Vanderbilt To Open SEC Tourney

Coach Trent Johnson

BY SCOTT HOTARD
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) The LSU men’s basketball team
lost 12 of its final 13 regularseason games, including each of
the final three.
In their home finale Saturday
at the Pete Maravich Assembly
Center, the Tigers laid probably
their biggest egg yet, suffering a
60-51 setback to Auburn after

being outscored 35-11 in the final
14 minutes, 24 seconds.
Now it’s on to Atlanta for the
Southeastern Conference tournament.
“We shouldn’t even go if
we’re going to play like this,” said
LSU guard Matt Derenbecker
after the Auburn loss.
Even if the Tigers play their
best game of the year, they may
have an uphill climb looking to
avoid their second straight oneand-done at the tournament.
The loss to Auburn left LSU
(11-20, 3-13) as the No. 6 seed
from the SEC West, meaning the
Tigers must face Vanderbilt the
No. 3 seed from the East at 9 p.m.
CST Thursday in the Georgia
Dome.
Vanderbilt (21-9, 9-7) earned
the No. 3 spot after Kentucky beat
Tennessee 64-58 on Sunday
afternoon.
When the teams met Feb. 26 at
the Pete Maravich Assembly
C e n t e r, t h e C o m m o d o r e s
overcame LSU’s two-point lead at
the half in racing to a 90-69 win. It
was the fourth of five losses by the
Tigers of 20-plus points in SEC

play, and it began their three-game
skid to end the regular season.
“I have been trying everything
for the last what? 23 games,” LSU
coach Trent Johnson said. “It has
been the same things that have
been happening. It has been hard
for this basketball team to sustain
any level of play and consistency
and competitiveness.”
Johnson issued an apology to
LSU’s fan base after the Auburn
loss, then left to hit the recruiting
trail.
When the Tigers return to the
practice floor this week, they will
turn their focus to what
Derenbecker referred to as a fresh
start.
“We have the preseason, the
SEC season and the tournament
season, so this tournament is kind
of like a new season for us. All
slates
are
wiped
clean,”
Derenbecker said. “Whether we
went in last or second to last, we
still would have a tough opponent.
We just want to maybe win a
couple of games in the SEC, take
that into the offseason and just get
better.”
The return of the tournament

to the Georgia Dome conjures
memories of an improbable run.
The last time Atlanta hosted
the event, Georgia, the East’s sixth
seed, became only the third team
in tournament history to win four
games in four days and advanced
to the NCAA tournament after
claiming the SEC’s automatic bid.
The night of Georgia’s quarterfinal against Kentucky, a tornado hit
the Georgia Dome, moving the
remainder of the tournament to
Alexander Memorial Coliseum on
the Georgia Tech campus.
With their game against
Kentucky postponed, the Bulldogs
had to win twice on Saturday to
reach Sundays championship
game.
For the Tigers to have any
notion of their own Cinderella
story, they know they will have to
turn the page on the final chapter
of an ugly regular season.
“It was bad basketball all the
way around,” Johnson said of
Saturday’s performance. “But the
position where we are right now is
exactly where we belong: last
place.”

In The Pits: NASCAR’s Bad Boys
Are Behaving Better

Tony Stewart’s car

BY JENNA FRYER
LAS VEGAS (AP) - Kyle
Busch and Tony Stewart are
known for their racing success and
explosive tempers.
Most every problem on the
track is followed by a profanitylaced rant, a tantrum and, in
Busch’s case, a meltdown right in
the car that has at times prevented
him from making a strong finish.
Then came the sulking and
scowling. If they even bothered to
give interviews, the answers were
usually short and snippy.
It was boorish behavior, but
tolerated. Nothing was going to
change NASCAR’s two biggest
bad boys.
Until, that is, they changed.
Busch and Stewart seem to
have mellowed this season. That
was never more apparent than
Sunday at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway. Both had a chance to
win, and neither did.
Busch was done in first by a
flat tire, then a blown engine. He
was running second when he got
his flat, had to stop for a new tire
and disagreed with his crew’s
decision to change only two and
not all four. That’s where Busch
would typically unload on crew
chief Dave Rogers, working
himself into a hysteria that could
have derailed his race.
Instead, Busch simply scolded
Rogers. He then calmly offered

advice when a caution moments
later gave them a chance to
salvage the setback. A blown
engine 10 laps later, however,
ended his day at his home track,
where wins mean the most to him.
As Busch climbed from his
disabled car, the race streaming
around him, viewers braced for his
reaction. If he didn’t stomp away
from the cameras, his interview
would likely be a bitter one.
Then, for the second time in
two days, he was a total pro.
“I’ve been blowing tires,
mowing grass, knocking walls
down and setting balls of fire
down the backstretch in both races
this weekend,” he said. “It might
be good just to get out of here and
come back and try again next
year.”
Then came Stewart, who led a
race-high 163 laps and had the
field covered at one of only two
active tracks where the two-time
champion has never won a Sprint
Cup race. After falling short in the
Daytona 500, then losing because
of a late caution a week earlier in
Phoenix, he finally seemed
headed to Victory Lane.
Then a rare mistake on pit
road he pulled the air hose tangled
in his fender out of his stall as he
sped off brought a damaging
penalty. He went from the lead to
24th place. He drove his way back
to 16th and needed a two-tire
decision by crew chief Darian
Grubb on the next caution to
reclaim the lead.
But there was one more pit
stop, and that tire strategy meant
he’d have to change all four the
next time. Only the entire field
had watched him pull away with
just the two tires, and most every

crew chief now planned to copy
that strategy.
That final four-tire stop was a
long one. But because so many
others took two, Stewart found
himself behind Carl Edwards and
Juan Pablo Montoya on the final
run. Stewart could only catch
Montoya and settled for second.
He was, as expected, hot on
his team radio, and warned of an
immediate discussion how they’d
just given away a race for a second
straight week. But he bottled that
anger when he climbed from his
car, and all the public saw was a
disappointed driver dealing with
his third loss in three weeks.
“It kills me to throw a race
away like that,” he said. “When
the emotion dies down, we’ll look
back and say it was a great
weekend, but man, it does not sit
good right now.”
And that was about it.
There was no explosion, no
belittling of reporters’ questions
and no need to tiptoe around either
driver.
S o wh at ’s h ap p en ed t o
NASCAR’s two firecrackers?
And, more important, will it last?
For Busch, the answer could
simply be that he’s growing up.
He got married during the
offseason, which perhaps gave
him some serenity. He’s also
settling into his second year of
owning a Truck Series team, and
last year’s rocky first season
taught him how to deal with sponsorship issues, financial problems
and a new level of responsibility.
But he’s also finally aware of
the popular opinion that the only
thing that’s prevented Busch from
winning a Sprint Cup title is
Busch.

All those outbursts on his
team radio, all that on-track
bumping and banging with competitors, and all those times he lost
focus in the race car really only
hurt one person Busch.
It seems as if the light is
finally on, and Busch is trying his
hardest not to be his own worst
enemy anymore.
Stewart’s not as simple. He
was always able to succeed
despite himself, relying on his
immense talent to overcome his
outbursts and moodiness. But it’s
been five years since his last
championship, and the wins are
far harder to come by at this stage
of his career.
His many business ventures
have made him a team owner,
track operator, race promoter and
just about everything else
involved in professional racing,
and that’s created a desire to keep
things smooth and stable.
Stewart now sees that life is
much easier when he’s not making
it hard on everyone around him.
Plus, he turns 40 this year and is
aware of the impending milestone.
Still single, he longs to have
children and create his version of
the perfect family. He’s tired of
riding that roller coaster charming
and funny one minute, brooding
and mean the next and understands he’s the only one who can
change that.
It’s far too early in the season
to declare either driver a truly
changed man, but both are
certainly trying. And while
everyone may miss their entertaining explosions, both will likely
find their new approach will make
life easier both on and off the
track.

Braylon Edwards
Says He Wants To
Stay With NY Jets

Braylon Edwards

BY JENNIFER PELTZ
NEW YORK (AP) Braylon Edwards has been
a star for the New York
Jets, and he wants to keep
it that way.
Edwards, a free agent,
emphasized Monday that
he wants to stay with the
team, and he said he
believed the interest was
mutual.
“If they give me the
opportunity, I definitely
want to come back,”
Edwards said as he left a
Manhattan courthouse
after a brief appearance in
a drunken-driving case; he
denies the charges. “And,
one more time, I love
being a Jet.”
Edwards
had
53
catches for 904 yards and
seven touchdowns in his
first full season with the
Jets after they traded for
him in October 2009. He
made a key catch to set up
the Jets’ game-winning
field goal over the
Indianapolis Colts in the
final minute of this year’s
AFC wild card playoff
game.
Free agents have been
in limbo this offseason as
the NFL and the players’
union try to negotiate a
new contract. Teams and
players are waiting to see
what a new agreement
might look like.
Edwards, 28, said he’d
spoken recently to Jets
coach Rex Ryan and
general manager Mike

Tannenbaum, conversations he described as just
catching up.
“The interest is there
on their side. The interest
is there on my side,” said
Edwards, who came to
court sporting a dark bluegray suit with a snappy red
s h i r t , w h i t e c o l l a r,
crimson-and-white striped
tie and red-and-white
polka-dotted pocket
square. “(We’ll) see what
happens.”
Edwards also is
waiting to see what
happens in his drunkendriving case.
Police said they pulled
Edwards over in
Manhattan around 5 a.m.
Sept. 21 because his
luxury SUV’s windows
were too dark. Officers
said his blood-alcohol
level was twice the legal
limit.
He denies driving
drunk. He’s challenging
the basis for stopping him,
the reliability of the test
and other aspects of the
case. Frankel told a court
Monday he planned to file
more papers contesting
the breath tests.
A judge didn’t rule
Monday on any of
Edwards’ arguments. He’s
due back in court May 16.
Prosecutors say his
arrest was lawful, the test
was fine and there’s
en o u g h e v i d e n c e t o
support the charges.
The most serious is a
misdemeanor punishable
by up to a year in jail.
When arrested,
Edwards was on probation
after pleading no contest
to misdemeanor aggravated disorderly conduct in a
dust-up
outside
a
Cleveland nightclub.
Cleveland Municipal
Court officials have said
they have to await the
outcome of Edwards’ New
York case before determining whether it will
affect his probation.

Aggies Want
To Keep
Momentum
Going
BY JOHN MARSHALL
LAS VEGAS (AP) After the best regular
season in school history,
Utah State appears to be
ready for a walkover in
this
week’s
Western
Athletic Conference tournament.
The
23rd-ranked
Aggies just aren’t looking
at it that way.
Led by six seniors,
Utah State (28-3, 15-1) set
a school record for wins
and won its fourth straight

WAC regular-season title.
But with an NCAA tournament berth not quite a
sure thing and so many
close games during the
season, the Aggies are
taking a businesslike
approach on their trip to
The Strip.
The tournament
opened with two games at
Orleans Arena on
Wednesday. Utah State,
along with second-place
Boise State, gets a double
bye into Friday’s semifinals.
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
E3 Leadership Presents At Boys
And Girls Club Conference
ORLANDO - The National
Keystone Conference of the Boys
and Girls Club of America
(BGCA) is a positive leadership
experience where teens and young
adults engage and socialize with
their peers, explore relevant
national and international issues
and prepare for leadership of their
respective communities.
Anthony Butler, Sr. Executive
Director, Cheryl Williams, RN
(Sister2Sister Catering) and
William Jackson, M.Ed. (DCPS
and Vice President E3 North
Florida Chapter) presented at the
Boys and Girls Club of America
Keystone Leadership
Conference.This nationally and
internationaly recognized youth
leadership conference addressed
strategies in building community
leaders, achieving academic
success, how to apply for college,
and taking the ACT/SAT which
were presented by nationally recognized business leaders, respected
and seasoned educators, and
national community activists.
Over 1500 young men and
women from diverse racial and
cultural backgrounds traveled from
all US states and from military
bases. These young people represented the BGCA of their respective communities and states. This
annual leadership conference, held
in Orlando Florida this year,
displayed that many youth are
serious about their success in life by
preparing during their teen and
young adult years utilizing conferences such as this. Anthony Butler,
Sr. , recognized as an executive
business leader, supporter of entrepreneurs, advocate for youth and
motivational speaker (“Accuse
Yourself of Success”) presented on
Building Blocks (Healthy
Relationships) and Education and
the Arts. Each session had young

people engaged in evocative and
empowering dialogue. Modeling
the E3 Motto, “Educating,
Empowering and Encouraging”;
the skills learned will prepare these
future leaders to work collaboratively in professional environments
as leaders, presenters,
project managers, and future
CEO’s, CFO’s, and involved in
politics and community organizations.
William Jackson and Cheryl
Williams presentation centered on
Bullying/Cyberbullying
and
the responsibilities of being a leader
in school and community. Working
to a ddre ss t h e g ro wi n g
concern of bullying in schools and
the community. The national
attention by the media, law
enforcement, and recorded data
suggest this serious issue needs to
be addressed by young people
themselves.
Jackson and Williams spoke to
the use and misuse of technology
as concerns because cell phone
technology, social media/social
network sites are being used to
cyber-bully, threaten, socially
exclude and encourage retaliation.
Tragic results have been teens committing suicide or retaliating and
killing or seriously injuring others
that are bullying.
William Jackson is a teacher in
the Duval County Public Schools
system, on the Executive Board of
JCCI Forward and member of
National Association of Black
Journalists. As an experienced
instructor in public education and
educational technology, Mr.
Jackson shared valuable and
relevant information concerning
higher education, employment and
the dangers of inappropriate
content being placed on social
media/social network sites.
Jackson and Williams blog on

Jacksonville.com,
NokturnalEscape.com and
Seeinggrowth.com further
addressing technology relative to
when teens post information online
where it is always accessible by
future employers, when applying
for higher education or entering
into the military as a career.
Williams and Jackson presented
information on Science
Technology Education Medicine
(STEM). There is a serious absence
of minority women and men in
these career choices, creating a gap
in the influences that minorities
have in the fields of STEM.
Minority youth must seek more
involvement in science, technology, education, and math if they are
to compete for future jobs that
require these skills.
The objectives of the conference are to provide teens and
young adults with a fun, safe
learning environment in which the
values and traditions of the
National Keystone program are
reinforced.
Kudos to the Boys and Girls
Clubs of America for their work in
guiding youth to positive choices in
life, preparing them for higher
education and guiding youth in
careers that will place young
people in leadership roles that ultimately will be an influence in their
respective communities. President
Obama references that future
leaders will be the young adults and
teens of today. They must be innovators of technology, explorers of
oceans and space, involved in
futuristic medical research and scientific discoveries in the fundamental improvement of the lives of
Americans and the world. William
Jackson, M.Ed. and Cheryl
Williams, RN To contact Mr.
Jackson or Ms. Williams
William_j@e3businessgroup.us

Ammons Administration Again
Earns Clean Financial Audit
T A L L A H A S S E - On
February 22, Florida Auditor
General David W. Martin
released the third financial
audit of the FAMU President
James H. Ammons’ administration. Once again, there were
no findings.

The a udit co v ered t h e
fiscal year that began on July 1,
2009 and ended on June 30,
2010.
In a newsletter, Ammons
extended a special thanks to
Teresa Hardee, chief financial
officer and vice president for

administrative and financial
services. He also applauded the
work of Charles O’Duor, vice
president for the office of audit
and compliance.
“We have received clean
financial audits at FAMU for the
past three years,” Ammons said.

Helping Kids Deal With Bullies
(STATEPOINT) With school
bullying a growing issue that is
prompting many states to adopt
anti-bullying laws, parents need to
learn to recognize signs of bullying
and how to help their children deal
with the problem.
For years, bullying was considered by many to be a normal
part of growing up, a “rite of
passage.” That antiquated thinking
is being replaced by more progressive understanding of peer abuse,
its causes and consequences.
“Everyone asks me if bullying
is any worse today than it was 30
years ago. The cruelty that kids perpetrate is the same but the weapons
to achieve it are more sophisticated.
With the internet, Facebook and
texting, students can’t even escape
bullying in their own homes,” said
Jodee Blanco, survivor turned
activist and author of The New
York Times bestseller, “Please Stop
Laughing at Me...” and its award
winning sequel, “Please Stop
Laughing at Us.”
Blanco, who travels the
nation’s schools sharing her story,

says that when addressing students
her message is two-fold: It’s not
just joking around, bullying
damages you for life. And bullying
isn’t only the mean things you do,
but the nice things you never do,
like letting someone sit alone at
lunch or walk to class alone —
such exclusion often hurts more
than overt abuse.
Here are some tips to help
children deal with bullying:
* Look for signs your child
may be a victim of peer cruelty —
change in appetite, depression, fits
of rage, frequent illnesses or faking
sick, or spending too much time
alone in his or her room.
* Fix the problem, not your
kid. It’s often what’s right about a
child that makes him or her a target.
Encourage children not to change
who they are for anyone, that who
they are is wonderful and you’re
proud of their individuality.
* Don’t tell your child to
ignore bullies and walk away.
Grown up logic doesn’t work in
teen situations. Tell your child to
look the mean kid in the eye, show

absolutely no emotion, and simply
tell him or her to stop.
* Find an interim social outlet
where your child can experience a
fresh start with new faces. Contact
the nearest park district and public
library that do not feed into your
school district and ask them to send
you lists of their activities for kids,
then enroll your child in an activity
of choice.
* Be your child’s advocate.
Reach out to other parents whose
children are being bullied and
organize a coalition. Go up the
ladder until you get results, starting
with the school counselor all the
way to the school board.
For more advice on preventing
and dealing with bullying or to
invite Jodee Blanco to speak at
your child’s school, visit jodeeblanco.com.
As Blanco frequently reminds
bullying victims, “Standing up for
yourself in the moment abuse
occurs is your human right.
Seeking vengeance later on is a
mistake. So be brave, and speak
up.”

African-American Images
WASHINGTON - Only 47
percent of black males graduate
from High School!
According to Jawanza
Kunjufu, national education
consultant and author of the
newly released Reducing the
Black Male Dropout Rate, ninth
grade is the critical year for
making the decision to physically drop out, but the seeds were
planted much earlier and
nurtured by academic failure.
The dropout rate for
African-American females is 41
pe r c e n t , b u t f o r A f r i c a n American males it’s 53 percent.
Each year, more than half of the
1.2 million students who fail to
graduate from high school are
black and Latino. The Schott
Foundation reports that 2,000
high schools in 20 cities are
contributing to almost 80
percent of the dropout rate.
The causes are many, but
academic failure, social promotions, grade padding, poor
teacher quality, and low parental
involvement lead the way, says
Dr. Kunjufu.
Eighty-nine percent of
Af r i c a n - A m e r i c a n e i g h t h
graders compute below grade
level. Many of these students
are socially promoted to ninth
grade, despite the fact that they
are not ready. In low-income
high schools, half of AfricanAmerican students read below
the sixth grade level. When
these students find themselves
in high school, unequipped to

meet the rigors of algebra,
biology, literature, and other
first year subjects, they begin to
seriously consider dropping out.
Who’s To Blame
There is no shortage of
finger pointing in the media
regarding the black male
dropout crisis. Dr. Kunjufu
relates one study where school
staff blamed parents and
students - and parents and
students blamed school staff.
Dr. Kunjufu takes all stakeholders to task; schools, the
c o m m u n i t y, p a r e n t s , a n d
students. “There is plenty of
blame to go around, plenty of
responsibility that must be
shared if we are to reduce the
dropout rate. It’s all too easy to
blame schools, but schools only
have children nine percent of
the time. It’s also easy to blame
the victims in this crisis, black
males. But they desperately
need our help.”
What We Can Do
Schools
- Reduce principal and
teacher turnover
- Improve teacher quality
- Implement a right brain
Africentric curriculum
- Implement a school
improvement plan with higher
graduation and GPA targets
- Make schools safe
Communities
- Implement Saturday
Academies
- Churches adopt schools
- Make communities safe

- Increase the number of
black male mentors
Parents
- Read to children, and have
them read aloud (daily)
- Single mothers, keep the
boyfriend out of the house
- Fathers, be a consistent,
strong presence in your son’s
life
- Adopt an authoritative
style of parenting
Students
- Choose friends wisely
- Allocate necessary time
each day for reading, study,
homework
- Develop a winner’s psychology
- Learn to manage thoughts,
emotions, and actions
Reducing the Black Male
Dropout Rate is a book of hope.
Dr. Kunjufu challenges black
males to take responsibility for
their own lives. Schools, communities, and parents can do a
lot, but ultimately change will
occur only when AfricanAmerican male students begin
to feel empowered and selfconfident that they can master
the school environment.
For additional information
on Reducing the Black Male
Dropout Rate contact 1-800552-1991, Fax# (708) 6720466, P.O. Box 1799, Chicago
Heights, IL 60412, Website:
Http://www.africanamericanimages.com, Email: customersvc@africanamericanimages.com.

The National Bar Association
Launches The 2011
Advocacy Competition For
High School Seniors
WASHINGTON, DC —
The National Bar Association
announced its 2011 Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Drum Major for
Justice Advocacy Competition.
In its 11th year, the competition
provides an opportunity for high
school seniors to earn scholarships for college. MetLife is the
Platinum sponsor of the
program for the second consecutive year.
High school seniors from
Alabama, Florida and Georgia
are invited to submit an essay
for the 2011 competition. In no
more than 1000 words, students
should address the following
issue: President Barack Obama
challenged states to identify
high schools with graduation
rates below 60 percent and
implement programs to increase
the rates. If Dr. King were alive
today, what new solution(s) and
new program(s) should he
recommend that your state
implement and the Obama
Administration fund?
Specifically explain why the
proposed new solutions and
programs should be adopted.
Students should register for
t he c o m p e t i t i o n t h r o u g h
www.nationalbar.org/mlkdrumcompetition.html. The first
place winner of the regional
competition will receive a
$1,000 scholarship and a three
day, two night trip to Baltimore,
MD for the national competition. Airfare and hotel costs will
be covered for the student and
one adult chaperone. National
competition
winners
will
receive more than $5,000 in

scholarships. All national prizes
are one time scholarships.
Sponsored by the National
Bar Association and supported
by the National Bar Institute,
the competition is an annual
advocacy program designed to
motivate students of color to
excel in education. The contest
encourages high school seniors
to express their views on a preselected topic, and judges the
students on their ability to communicate orally and in writing.
It also provides young people
with experience in public
speaking.
“The NBA is so pleased to
continue its tradition of
inspiring young Americans
towards careers in the law and
r e c o g n i z i n g t o m o r r o w ’s
leaders,” said J. Robert Carr,
executive director of the
National Bar Association. “We
also look forward to partnering
with MetLife again this year to
help families understand and
plan for the rising costs of
college.”
Laurel Daring, assistant
vice president of marketing at
MetLife added, “MetLife recognizes the importance of
education in helping families
build financial freedom. That’s
why we’re proud to once again
serve as the Platinum Sponsor
of this competition, which
touches the lives of hundreds of
talented young people.”
To be eligible, students must
have applied to a college or university for the 2011–2012
school year. The winners of the
regional competitions will

advance to the national competition to be held on August 2,
2011 in Baltimore, MD.
Important Dates
April 23, 2011:
Deadline for submission of all
essays
May 28, 2011:
Regional competition in
Atlanta, GA
MetLife also will offer a
seminar to help families manage
their finances and start planning
for college.
August 2:
National competition in
Baltimore, MD
For more information on the
competition visit www.nationalbar.org/mlkdrumcompetition.ht
ml.
About The NBA
The National Bar
Association (NBA) was formed
in 1925 by twelve AfricanAmerican pioneers with a
mutual interest in and dedication to justice and the civil
rights of all. NBA created this
Competition in 1999.
About MetLife
MetLife is a subsidiary of
MetLife, Inc. (NYSE: MET), a
leading global provider of
insurance, annuities and
employee benefit programs,
serving 90 million customers in
over 60 countries. Through its
subsidiaries and affiliates,
MetLife holds leading market
positions in the United States,
Japan, Latin America, Asia
Pacific, Europe and the Middle
East. For more information,
visit www.metlife.com.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
On Sunday, March 13th at
10 a.m. our One-80 Teen
Ministry presents “106 & Zion”
Romans 8:6.
This service uses Rap,
Spoken Word and Song, and
exemplifies Psalm 150:6, “Let
everything that hath breath
praise the Lord.” You don’t
want to miss their special guest
speaker! Join them in our Youth
Chapel, 921 20th Street South,

for this uplifting experience!
FMI: info@mzprogressive.org.
“All Hail King Jesus 2011,
The Triumphal Entry.” Don’t
miss the return engagement of
this compelling production of
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, April 8 at 7 p.m. and April
9 at 2 p.m. at Gibbs High
School. FMI: Call 894.4311 or
info@mzprogressive.org.
The Children & Youth
Ministry (CYM) continues
“The Armor of God” Series
6:30pm Wednesdays through
June 15. All children/youth are

welcome to learn God’s truth
through interactive, informative
and Christian life-building
lessons. FMI: info@mzprogressive.org
ADVIS ORY: On
Wednesday, March 26, we’ll
celebrate Gethsemane Baptist
Church Pastor’s Anniversary;
t h ere wi l l b e n o ev en i n g
services at Mt. Zion.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of
Dr. Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community
to join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9:00 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wed. evenings at 7:00.

We a re c o m m i t t ed t o a
Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with priorities focused on love, forgiveness, unity, peace and growth.
We celebrate in worship, we
ca re for one an o t h er, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and
corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every oppor-

tunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
“Driven by God’s
Faithfulness: His will be done
on Earth as in Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

20th Street Church of Christ
The 20th Street Youth
Ministry will be hosting its 3rd
Annual Youth Summit on
Saturday, March 19, 2011. The
Summit will start at 9:00 a.m.
and end around 12:00 noon.
Registration and breakfast will
be from 8:00 a.m. to 8:55 a.m.
Lunch will be served after the

program.
This year’s Summit will
focus on all age groups. Since
there is no fee to attend this
Summit, we need to know how
many people from your group
will be attending by March 12,
2011.
Should you have any

questions, please contact me at
727-896-8006 or by cell 727415-9174. We know that the
youth and the youth workers
will be blessed by attending.
20th Street Church of Christ
is located at 825 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg.

First Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church
First Mt. Zion M. B. Church
is seeking a pianist for its
church choir. Must be able to
play both traditional and con-

temporary gospel music. Must
be available for two services on
the 1st and 2nd Sunday of every
month plus r eh ears al s an d

engagements. For more information, please call (727) 5603358.

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT

CALL

F O R A Q U OT E :

727-896-2922

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
St. Mark M. B. Church is
seeking a full-time Christian
musician for the music department. Playing the piano is
expected and the ability to play
the organ and read music is
desirable. Applicants must
have a minimum of 5 years of
experience with church music
and choirs. Resumes of interested persons must be received
at the Church’s office by April
4, 2011. St. Mark is located at

1301 37th Street South, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33711. If
you have questions, please call
the office at (727)321-6631
Rev. Brian K. Brown is the
Pastor.
Calendar of Events for
March
Mar. 16 - Church outing
–Bethel Community Church at
7:00 p.m.
Mar. 20 - Men in Harmony
at 4:00 p.m. at St. Mark
Mar. 21-25 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention
Mar. 24 - Church outingProgressive M & E Baptist
State Convention
Pastor Brown & the St.
Mark church family invited to
serve on this date at 7:30 p.m.
Event hosted at Innisbrook
Resort, located at 36750 U. S.
Hwy 19, Palm Harbor, FL
Mar. 28 - First Pizza
Ministry of 2011. Evangelism
Outreach-Reaching Children
for Christ from 6:00 p.m. –
8:00 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and

join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us
an d l e a r n “ W h a t B a p t i s t
Believe”.
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Thursday
at 7:00 p.m.
St Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m.-12 noon.
Computer Class Hours:
Tu e s d a y a n d T h u r s d a y
only 6-7:00 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m.-12 noon.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship - One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
Lent (Season of Lent:
March 9 – April 23, 2011).
Today, Lent consist of the forty
days before Easter in which
Christians prepare to celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus Christ

by practicing the spiritual disciplines of fasting, prayer, and
penitence. Sundays are always
excluded as fast days during
Lent because they are miniEasters that symbolize the
weekly celebration of Jesus’
resurrection.
Come celebrate our Risen
Lord and Savior on Sunday,
April 24, 2011. There will be
three services of praise: 6:00
a.m., 8:30 a.m., and 10:00 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each

Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews,
facilitated by Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.
Youth Enrichment – Awana
curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
FMBC is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week
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